LAW OFFICE OF 
JAMES J. LOPES
36 Seventh Street, Suite 2
New Bedford, MA 02740

Tel. (508) 993-1819      

Fax: (508) 994-2995
Email: JLopesLaw@AOL.com
FIRM OVERVIEW
The Law Office of James J. Lopes, is a law firm specializing in the practice of entertainment and media law.  Our expertise encompasses all aspects of the media and entertainment industries, including television production and distribution; recorded music and video production and distribution; new media; product design, merchandising and licensing; live events, and publishing. Our clients have included major  television, film and publishing companies, as well as talent in various capacities in the world of entertainment, communications and media.

We provide the focused, experienced counsel and attention that only senior legal and business affairs professionals can provide.  With us, our clients can depend on quality legal and business affairs services, drawing on the unique efficiencies of a boutique legal practice and provided by a seasoned, experienced entertainment attorney.

JAMES J. LOPES:
James J. Lopes received his law degree from Harvard Law School after graduating with honors from Harvard College.  In addition to private practice, he has been an Adjunct Professor in Entertainment Law in the MBA Program in Media Management at Metropolitan College of New York City and is currently an adjunct professor in Entertainment Law at Southern New England School of Law in Massachusetts. 

Mr. Lopes served many years as a senior Legal and Business Affairs Executive at CBS-Fox Video, Reader’s Digest and MCA-Universal.

 In private practice, his clients have included the Versus/ Outdoor Life Network, the Weinstein Company, Amber Books, Radio City Productions, Fox, Inc., FoxVideo, Inc., New Line Cinema, Lusafrica Records, Miramax Films, the Speedvision Network, Archway Television, film Producer Rachel Lyon, Lioness Media Arts, the Estate of Florence Ballard, record producer Clay McMurray, Love ‘N Comfort Productions, Mytown Records, MB Records, record producers John and Ramiro Mendes, Waking Heart Productions, InnerCity Medicine Networks, Mary Wilson, Frank Zuback Productions, the Estate of Divine, Unipix Pictures, and various other, composers, managers, producers and entertainment industry executives.  He also has represented various merchandisers and designers of giftware and housewares.

Prior to establishing his own firm, Mr. Lopes was Of Counsel for four years to the Law Offices of Donna L. Bascom and worked with such significant industry clients such as Miramax; HBO, Walden Media, the animation studio Nest Entertainment; Rich-Crest Animation and Denver Center for the Performing Arts.

Previously, Mr. Lopes served as Vice President, Business Affairs, Associate General Counsel and Chief Intellectual Property lawyer for the Reader's Digest Association.  He managed a legal staff with responsibility for Reader’s Digest Magazine, its four companion magazines and the Books and Home Entertainment Division of RDA, including television and video (original programming for PBS, the Discovery Channel, and the Disney Channel, including the television series "Mysteries of the Unexplained", "The Living Edens", "The Country Mouse and City Mouse Adventures", "Nature's Rage", ”America in the Forties”, among others.); General Books and Trade Books; RD Music, (the largest direct mail distributor of recorded music sets in the world); and RD New 

Media.  For RD Music, Mr. Lopes negotiated recording deals with artists Vic Damone, Petula Clark, Betty Buckley, and Judy Collins, among others. He also designed a strategy for bringing Reader’s  Digest Magazine to network television.

Before joining the Reader’s Digest Association, Mr. Lopes was Senior Vice President, Legal and Business Affairs and General Counsel for CBS/Fox Video, (then the preeminent home video company in the world).  During his eight year tenure at CBS/Fox Mr. Lopes managed all legal and business affairs of the Company on a world-wide basis, including the licensing, production, distribution, and manufacturing of home video programming, including the films "Return of the Jedi", and "The Empire Strikes Back”.  He negotiated agreements for and managed the distribution of major film libraries and catalogues including the MGM/UA, Lorimar, and BBC libraries.  Mr. Lopes also negotiated international video distribution deals for over fifty countries world-wide.

Mr. Lopes began his career as an entertainment lawyer in 1977 with the firm of Loeb and Loeb in Los Angeles.  He later joined MCA, Inc. where he was Director, Legal and Business Affairs of MCA New Ventures, Inc., a venture capital subsidiary specializing in entertainment industry financings and start-ups.

Mr. Lopes is also a part-time film producer.  “Race to Execution”, produced with Rachel Lyon, is the first of his two film projects to reach completion. It was broadcast on PBS/Independent Lens in 2007.  The second film he is producing is a profile of the Cape Verdean Whaling Community of New Bedford, Massachusetts.  

Mr Lopes is also Vice Chairman of the New Bedford Whaling Museum and a Director of the Zeiterion Performance Center in New Bedford.

